
 

 

 

 

Berkeley SkyDeck Europe, Milan: 
54 Startups Accelerated, over 4,000 Applications 

Received and €7.8 Million Invested in the First Three 
Years of Operation. 

 
Today, the Demo Day of the Sixth Acceleration 

Program Was Held. 
 

An AI-driven cardiac digital twin to improve the safety of surgical procedures; a 
genetic detection platform that combats infectious diseases in humans, animals, 
and the environment; an AI system that optimizes energy distribution, promoting 

sustainability; a virtual assistant that uses parents' voices to help children fall 
asleep; a plant-based alternative to seafood to reduce the impact of fishing on 

the oceans: these are just a few of the innovative projects presented today by the 
9 selected startups to international investors during the Demo Day, the final 

event of a 6-month growth journey held between Berkeley and Milan. 
 

Berkeley SkyDeck Europe, Milano is the acceleration program for startups that 
are interested in a growth path in the European market. It was launched by UC 
Berkeley SkyDeck (the accelerator of the University of California, Berkeley), the 

Italian innovation hub Cariplo Factory, and the international real estate group 
Lendlease. The project is financially supported by the Lombardy Region and the 

Cariplo Foundation. 
 

The recent investments raised by Ochy (€1.7 million) and Switch (just under €1 
million), startups that took part in previous batches, further confirm the value of 

the SkyDeck Europe program. 
 

Milano, 2 April 2025 – The sixth acceleration program of Berkeley SkyDeck Europe in Milan 

concluded today with the Demo Day. This initiative was launched by UC Berkeley SkyDeck, the 
accelerator of the University of California, Berkeley, in collaboration with the Italian innovation 
hub Cariplo Factory and the international real estate, infrastructure, and urban regeneration 
group Lendlease. It has also received financial support from Cariplo Foundation and the 
Lombardy Region. 

https://skydeck.berkeley.edu/
https://cariplofactory.it/
https://www.lendlease.com/ita/?utm_source=url-redirect&utm_medium=www-lendlease-com_it


 

 

 

 

The nine startups have taken part in the 6-month acceleration program in Berkeley, California and 
Milan, Italy (at MIND Milano Innovation District). Their endowment at the end of the program 
consists in 1.3 million euros in equity investments and direct contact with Italian and 
European investors and stakeholders.  

SkyDeck Europe’s numbers to date 

In its three years of operation, SkyDeck Europe has established itself as a key accelerator for 
European startups seeking growth opportunities in both Italy and the United States. Over the 
course of six batches, it has accelerated 54 startups, received 4,117 applications from around 
the world, generated €7.8 million in direct investments, and secured €13.5 million from 

external investors and grants. Among the key results achieved by the 54 startups during these 
six batches is a 50% increase in workforce, with a total of 140 new jobs created. 

In addition, the value of the SkyDeck Europe program is further confirmed by the recent pre-seed 
investment rounds closed by two startups that took part in previous editions. The French startup 
Ochy, which has developed a biomechanics algorithm to help runners improve performance and 
reduce injuries, secured a €1.7 million investment led by Redstone Social Impact Fund, with 
participation from Look AI Ventures, BPI France, and Agile Physical Therapy. Meanwhile, Switch, 
an Italian startup enhancing urban mobility through a platform for fleet planning and management, 
announced a €946,000 round in February, with backing from international investors such as EIT 
Urban Mobility and NextSTEP. 

The selected startups 
 
The nine startups were selected among many applicants from all over the world, following the 

call launched in July 2024. The companies are working in various technological sectors, including 
BioTech, Consumer Software, FoodTech, GreenTech, HealthTech, Software Development: 

 
 AllStent (Italy): An AI-driven cardiac digital twin to revolutionize pre-procedural planning 

for thoracic aortic stent grafting (TEVAR). The platform optimizes clinical decision support 
by enabling personalized stent selection to improve patient outcomes and reduce 
complications. 

 Bluana Foods (Romania): Bluana Foods has developed sustainable plant-based 
seafood alternatives. Bluana’s patented technology allows the production of tuna and 
salmon alternatives that are nutritionally dense, low-cost, and have a shelf life of 12-18 
months. 

 Enect (Sweden): An AI-based energy optimization platform that predicts, controls, and 
monitors real-time energy flows distributed to the power grid, automatically adapting 
consumption to price changes to reduce energy costs by up to 80%. 

 Fabler (Lithuania): An AI-powered bedtime assistant designed to help parents put their 
children to sleep faster by delivering calm, personalized content. With just one minute of 



 

 

 

 

voice input, the AI replicates the parent's voice to create hours of favorite stories and even 
songs. 

 GeneSys Bio (Italy): A genetic detection platform that fights infectious diseases in 

humans, animals, and the environment. It identifies pathogens and antibiotic resistance, 
supporting therapeutic decisions and helping reduce complications for patients and 
healthcare system costs. 

 Glacies Biome (Luxembourg): A precision skincare assessment system that provides 

personalized diagnostics and treatments for the beauty industry. Through advanced 
diagnostics, microbiomics, and artificial intelligence, the system improves treatment 
effectiveness, increases customer retention, and helps brands optimize products while 
promoting sustainable formulations. 

 NSS Water (Sweden): A leader in Nanopure® Water (NPW) solutions for the 
semiconductor industry. Its patented WET process delivers ultra-high purity water that 
eliminates contaminants above 5-10 nanometers, enhancing sub-10nm production yields. 
By enabling on-site NPW production and recycling, NSS Water improves efficiency, 
sustainability, and cost savings for semiconductor facilities. 

 Televet (France): A telehealth veterinary care system connecting pet owners with 

licensed veterinarians for video consultations and home visit scheduling, offering 24/7 
access to care. Through integrated telemedicine, it helps clinics expand their digital 
services and plans to develop an AI solution for real-time veterinary diagnostics. 

 Zell (Germany): Zell builds AI sales managers capable of managing company sales 

teams, boosting revenue by over 20%, doubling conversion rates, and saving over €10k 
in middle management costs. 

 
The acceleration program 

 
The program has given these startups the opportunity to get in touch with both the Californian 
and European ecosystems, as its first month took place at the headquarter of Berkeley 
SkyDeck, one of the best accelerators worldwide, while the final part of the program took place 
in Milan, Italy, at the Milano Innovation District (MIND). 

 
Each startup has been matched with 3 key advisors from Europe and the United States, 
selected on the basis of their experience and areas of expertise. Moreover, each startup has been 
given access to a network of investors and has participated in a rigorous program designed to 
accelerate their business towards the next level of success. 
 
The program also provided the founders with the resources and networks of some of the best 
Italian Universities, selected through a tender by Cariplo Foundation. The Universities that took 
part in the program are: Milan Polytechnic University, University of Milan, IULM Free 
University of Languages and Communication, University of Eastern Piedmont "Amedeo 
Avogadro", University of Insubria, University Institute of Higher Studies of Pavia, and 
University of Bergamo. 

 



 

 

 

 

SkyDeck Europe continues its commitment to supporting innovative startups by connecting them 
with qualified financial operators capable of supporting the development of entrepreneurial 
initiatives through equity investments. The creation of SkyDeck Europe – made possible through 
the support of Lombardy Region and Cariplo Foundation – aims to build a strong European 

ecosystem of innovative businesses. It seeks to both adopt methodologies and best practices for 
enhancing research through collaboration with the University of California, Berkeley, and 
strengthen the local ecosystem by leveraging the expertise of local universities and incubators 
through a model of widespread collaboration. 
 
"I am incredibly proud of the remarkable innovation demonstrated by this batch of startups," – 
said Caroline Winnett, Executive Director of Berkeley SkyDeck. "The groundbreaking ideas 
we're seeing - from AI-driven cardiac digital twins to sustainable food alternatives - highlight the 
bold ingenuity of these talented founders." 
 
“Each batch of SkyDeck Europe is not just a new acceleration cycle, but a unique vantage point 
on the evolution of global innovation. This year, we’ve witnessed ideas that not only tackle 
problems with real-world impacts on people's lives but also redefine entire industries – added 
Anders Nilsson, SkyDeck Europe Program Leader at Cariplo Factory. “Advanced 
technologies like artificial intelligence are revolutionizing the way we address challenges in 
sustainability, health, and industrial competitiveness. SkyDeck Europe serves as the bridge that 
connects these visions to the market, and we’re excited to see how these startups will transform 
the world in the years to come.” 
 
“The acceleration program confirms itself as a central element in the development of MIND’s 
innovation and talent ecosystem on a global scale. Thanks to SkyDeck, the institutions and 
partners involved in the project, we have helped 54 startups grow, and many of them have chosen 
to continue their growth journey here at MIND” – highlighted Andrea Ruckstuhl, Lendlease 
Group Executive, International. “These are the talents, resources, and companies that 
contribute to making the district one of the main innovation hubs in Europe and Italy today.” 
 

*** 
 
About Berkeley SkyDeck 
Berkeley SkyDeck is a leading accelerator and the global hub for entrepreneurship. As UC Berkeley’s 
largest and most prominent accelerator, SkyDeck combines hands-on mentorship with the vast resources 
of its research university. SkyDeck is the only accelerator of its kind that offers the value of a dedicated 
investment fund alongside the resources and network of a top university. To date, SkyDeck startups have 
raised more than $1.8 billion in aggregate. Participating startups have access to SkyDeck’s 700 advisors, 
70 industry partners, and a network of more than 510,000 UC Berkeley alumni. For more information, see 
skydeck.berkeley.edu. 
 
Media contacts 
Lizi Sprague | Berkeleyskydeck@songuepr.com  
 

https://skydeck.berkeley.edu/
https://skydeck.berkeley.edu/
mailto:Berkeleyskydeck@songuepr.com


 

 

 

 

 
About Cariplo Factory 
Cariplo Factory is one of the most important innovation hubs in Italy. It is mainly focused on two 
transformative trends: digital transformation and circular economy. Cariplo Factory develops and 
implements open innovation programs, provides experiential training, entrepreneurial consulting 
programs, collaborative projects among talents, startups, and companies, venture capital investments, 
and support to internationalization. Cariplo Factory was founded in 2016 by Cariplo Foundation and works 
through an inclusive model that involves a national network of universities, technology transfer centers, 
incubators, accelerators, fab-labs, science and technology parks, startups, business angels, venture 
capital funds, SMEs and corporates. Cariplo Factory is a Benefit Company. 
  
Media contacts 
Matteo Scarabelli | Chief Communications Officer | matteo.scarabelli@cariplofactory.it | +39 348 5882631 
Press Office: ddl studio | cariplofactory@ddlstudio.net  
Mara Linda Degiovanni +39 349 6224812  
Sabrina Barozzi +39 3336158644 
 
About Lendlease 
Lendlease is a globally integrated real estate group operating in Australia, Asia, the United States, and 
Europe. Listed on the Australian Securities Exchange (ASX: LLC) and headquartered in Sydney, 
Lendlease operates with the aim of creating better places where communities can thrive. 
In Italy, Lendlease is responsible for the development of MIND Milano Innovation District, the innovation 
district born from the regeneration of the urban area that hosted Expo 2015, and for the mixed-use 
development of the area of over one million square meters in Milan Santa Giulia. 
 
Media contacts 
Weber Shandwick | Advisory - ws-lendlease@advisorywebershandwick.it   
Lea Calvo Platero | +39 335 7357146  
Irene Semeraro | +39 342 9737950 
Lucia Severi | +39 345 5920278 
 

mailto:matteo.scarabelli@cariplofactory.it
mailto:cariplofactory@ddlstudio.net
http://www.lendlease.com/

